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Lead-Pipe Cinch
RFT right on target: As a whistleblower in the University of Missouri-Rolla scandal involving a low-alpha lead direct smelter on the campus, I can relate to much of what is felt by Herculaneum residents. In Rolla, just as in Herculaneum, we labored away, ignorant of the danger we faced. Doe Run and the university administration were aware of the risks and chose to keep employees ignorant and offered no training. Knowledge is dangerous. Contamination occurred on the UMR campus in 1997 and 1998. We are now in 2002, and lead levels just as high as those in Herculaneum have been found in buildings and remain today. I begged for help from the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, U.S. Sen. Christopher Bond, U.S. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, then-U.S. Sen. John Ashcroft, the EPA, the Missouri Department of Health -- you name it, I begged for help. No one but environmentalists came to my aid.

It is sad that in this country, such a great nation, that people should have to beg for justice and receive none. Since my experience with the various agencies, I have been attending the meetings in Herculaneum to try and lend my experiences. State agencies tend to only respond to public humiliation and embarrassment for not doing the job. I think the Riverfront Times article was right on target as far as agencies, especially the state health department, are concerned [Roland Klose, "Heavy-Metal Racket," Dec. 26]. Dennis M. Diehl, in a letter published in your Jan. 16 issue, tries to defend the Jefferson County Health Department. While attending the community-advisory-group meetings in Herculaneum, I have learned from testimony straight from the mouths of employees that the health department has never done a proper blood study in Herculaneum. It has always been the case that people have not been counted and private physicians failed to report elevated blood-lead levels. 

Several months ago, the state health department released preliminary and inaccurate numbers. These same inaccurate values have been repeated in other major papers across the U.S. It has been said that in the absence of the truth, people believe what they are told. You have heard the truth. Bull's-eye, Riverfront Times. 
Bob L. Lunsford 
University City 




