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Time to move 
This story was published in Editorial on Thursday, February 28, 2002. 


HERCULANEUM 



CHILDREN living near the nation's largest lead smelter are being poisoned at a shocking rate. Still, they remain in harm's way in Herculaneum. 

Missouri's political leaders - Gov. Bob Holden, House Minority Leader Richard Gephardt, and Sens. Christopher S. "Kit" Bond and Jean Carnahan - must act forcefully now to get the community included on the federal Superfund priority list. For decades, the Doe Run Co. has turned a profit while treating Herculaneum like an ashtray. The results of its poisonous practices are running through residents' blood. 

About 28 percent of the children of Herculaneum under age 7 have elevated levels of lead in their blood. That's more than three and a half times the national average. Closer to the smelter, the numbers are even worse - about 45 percent, or six times the national average. 

"I've never seen anything in the state this high, or that even approaches this," said Scott Clardy of the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. 

The state hasn't looked hard enough. Six months ago, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency officials conceded that they, too, had never seen readings like those found around the smelter. Dust collected from Herculaneum's roads contained a staggering 30 percent lead. 

Company officials say they've made major improvements, yet two tests conducted during the last six months produced these scandalous results. How many more unprecedented findings are necessary before families living nearby are bought out and permanently relocated at the company's expense? 

The smelter has operated in Herculaneum for 100 years. It has yet to meet emissions requirements. Perhaps it will by July, when the company faces a deadline for installing pollution-reducing equipment. 

So why not shut the smelter down until its pollution control equipment is doing the job properly? 

"The worry is that it would never reopen and we'd lose the jobs," Mr. Gephardt said Wednesday. "That's important. We want to hold onto the jobs but stop the pollution." 

Meanwhile, more poison will spread through Herculaneum; more children will be contaminated by an insidious toxin that can cause major neurological problems. 

President George W. Bush says he will not reauthorize the corporate taxes that paid for Superfund cleanups. But it remains crucial that Herculaneum be placed on the list. That will ensure that Missouri taxpayers won't get stuck with the bill. 

Enough is enough. State and federal officials must proceed on the assumption that it is not safe for anyone to live near the smelter. Either the residents must be immediately relocated, or the smelter must be shut down until new equipment is installed. 

For residents of Herculaneum and for Missouri taxpayers, the clock is running out. 





Published in the Editorial section of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch on Thursday, February 28, 2002.
Copyright (C)2002, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
	



Bottom of Form

