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State aims to iron out Doe Run's buyouts
This story was published in Metro on Monday, April 15, 2002. 

By Matthew Hathaway 
Of The Post-Dispatch 
Chris Carroll Of The Post-Dispatch Contributed To This Report. 
State officials and the Doe Run Co. hope this week to nail down the final details of the buyout of 160 lead-contaminated homes near the company's Herculaneum smelter and determine what will happen to those homes.

The buyout process started last week, and Doe Run has held two meetings explaining some of the details to homeowners who want to sell.

At the meetings, the company announced it will pay owners $3,000 for moving expenses and closing costs for a new house in addition to the adjusted fair-market value the houses had last August before increased news coverage of lead contamination lowered property values.

Under a plan backed by Gov. Bob Holden, Doe Run is offering to buy 20 houses where children younger than 6 live near the nation's biggest smelter. Then the company will offer to buy 140 more houses within three-eighths of a mile of the 110-year-old smelter to create an environmental buffer zone.

Not all of the details of the buyout have been worked out between Doe Run and the state, state officials said Friday.

"We are in the process of working out an agreement, but we haven't reached a final agreement on paper yet," said Connie Patterson, a spokesman for the Missouri Department of Natural Resources. "It's in our interests as well as Doe Run's interests to have a signed agreement in place soon."

Patterson said that negotiations are in "the tweaking phase" and that the state and Doe Run could reach an agreement as early as this week. Barb Shepard, a Doe Run vice president, said that the company and the state have reached an agreement in principle, but "we are working out the legal and practical details."

Officials would not comment on what details were left to be resolved.

Jerry Nachtigal, spokesman for Gov. Holden, said Herculaneum residents who attended last week's meetings shouldn't worry that buyout plans will change appreciably. State officials monitored and approved those meetings, Nachtigal said.

"There are a whole lot of details that are going to take some time to work out, but the governor is committed to making sure that the state stays involved in Herculaneum," Nachtigal said. "And we're confident that Doe Run is going to live up to its end of the bargain."

Doe Run officials said they are already living up to that bargain. The company released a progress report last week on efforts to clean up contamination and reduce emissions.

Doe Run is nearly finished with replacing soil and cleaning the interiors of the 76 high-priority homes near the smelter. A second phase that will involve cleaning 18 homes and 10 road edges will begin next month.

The progress report said Doe Run's $12 million effort to improve air emissions from its smelter has resulted in the company's complying with federal air standards for the first three months of 2002. It was the first quarter that the company has met the standards since they were set in 1978.

A recent study by the Jefferson County Health Department showed that only five of 800 children tested in the Dunklin School District have elevated blood-lead levels. Doe Run says these results show the effectiveness of its cleanup.

The progress report shows, Shepard said, that "Doe Run is committed to making things right in Herculaneum."
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