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Elusive air quality in Herculaneum
This story was published in A-section on Sunday, July 7, 2002. 


The struggle get a smelter to meet the EPA standard

1970

The federal Clean Air Act takes effect.

1975

The Natural Resources Defense Council sues the federal Environmental Protection Agency for failing to regulate acceptable levels of lead in air around smelters and elsewhere.

1978

EPA sets a federal standard of 1.5 micrograms of lead per cubic meter of air, averaged over three months of testing. EPA Administrator Douglas M. Costle indicates smelters probably won't be able to achieve the standard. The lead industry sues the EPA over the standard. The lawsuit fails.

1979

Plans to reduce lead in the air are due from individual states, but Missouri turns in its plan to the EPA the next year.

1982

Permanent air-quality monitors are set up around Herculaneum. Monitoring immediately shows unacceptable levels of lead in the air.

1986

With violations ongoing, the EPA calls for a new emissions reduction plan and tells Missouri to submit the plan in 1987.

1990

Missouri submits part of the plan that was due three years earlier. The Clean Air Act is amended to give the EPA new powers.

1991

The EPA, using its new powers, declares Herculaneum a "nonattainment area" under the Clean Air Act.

1996

With continued air violations despite new pollution controls, the EPA tells Missouri to submit another state plan to reduce emissions.

1997

Doe Run builds the current 550-foot tall stack in Herculaneum as part of an emissions-control strategy.

1998

Missouri again fails to submit its pollution-control plan by the required date. An average air-lead level eight times the acceptable limit is measured near the smelter.

1999

The EPA serves notice of failure to submit the plan and begins a "sanction clock" that could bring penalties if Missouri and Doe Run fail to submit a plan by 2001.

2001

Missouri submits the revised plan on time; the EPA proposes approval of the plan, which requires Doe Run to spend more than $10 million on new emissions controls.

2002

The Herculaneum smelter records its first ever calendar quarter in compliance with air-quality standards. Mid-August is set as the date by which the Herculaneum smelter must be permanently in compliance with the Clean Air Act or face penalties including production curtailment.

On July 3, however, Doe Run announces that its emissions for the second quarter were once again above the standard of 1.5 micrograms.

MANAGING LEAD IN HERCULANEUM
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