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EPA says it will bill Doe Run for Herculaneum relocation 
This story was published in Metro on Friday, January 18, 2002. 

By Chris Carroll 
Of The Post-Dispatch U 


The federal government will bill the Doe Run Co. for temporarily relocating residents of Herculaneum most at risk from lead poisoning, an official said.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will offer to move nearly 100 households that have children 6 or younger, pregnant women or people with serious health problems out of the city while their houses are cleaned and lead-contaminated soil is removed from their yards.

"We will fund it initially, and then we'll attempt to recover our costs from them (the company)," said Karen Flournoy, an official with the EPA.

She said the cost of the voluntary relocation program is unknown because the details have yet to be worked out. "We will not have a good estimate of the cost until we tie down what the accommodations will be and how many people will take us up on this," she said.

But if 75 families moved into temporary housing costing $500 per month for two months, rent alone would come to $75,000. Moving, administrative, possible transportation and other related costs might add significantly to the figure.

Doe Run President Jeff Zelms said he could not comment because his company had not been contacted by the EPA about paying the cost of cleanup.

However, he said the relocation program is unnecessary.

Most of the children eligible for the move do not meet the federal government's standard for lead poisoning, he said.

Moving them for a month or two would make little difference to their health.

Children with lead poisoning, he said, have already had their yards replaced.

"What they're really saying is ... even though there doesn't appear to be any risk based on science, we will agree to temporarily relocate you," he said.

Doe Run is working to clean up yards and houses as fast as it can, he said.

Herculaneum, a city of 2,800 about 30 miles south of St. Louis, is the site of Doe Run's lead smelter, the largest in the country. The smelter has been operating for more than 100 years. A government order that took effect last year requires Doe Run to cut emissions from its smelter and remove contamination.

Meanwhile, with the details of the temporary relocation still murky, residents and local officials are struggling to understand what it will mean for the city.

"It's difficult to know what the effects are going to be because we don't have details," said Ken Barker, superintendent of Herculaneum's Dunklin School District.

Families would likely be back at home by late April or early May at the latest, said Bruce Morrison, EPA Superfund project manager.

The EPA will explain the plan in greater detail at a meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Senn-Thomas Middle School in Herculaneum.

The relocation is likely to affect a number of kindergartners and first-graders who attend Dunklin's Pevely Primary School, Barker said.

Barker said he hopes he will be able to work out a plan for the children to stay at Pevely Primary.

"The disruption of their lives as it is will be significant - having to move away from their residences," said Ken Barker, Dunklin Schools superintendent. "A disruption in both their residential setting and school setting could cause a very bad effect throughout their entire lives."

Herculaneum's mayor, John Chamis, said the temporary loss of many of the town's young children might have an impact on other children and adults who remain.

"It's terrible if you've got to get all those kids out of town," Chamis said. "But I'm sure people with young kids would want to move to keep them safe."

But many of those eligible for temporary relocation have reservations about the program.

It's a Band-Aid solution that does not address the true source of the problem, which is ongoing pollution, said Ron Naucke, a resident for 18 years.

"They dug up and replaced my yard two years ago because it was contaminated," he said. "But there's more lead contamination in my yard now than there was then. It just keeps coming out of the stack."

He lives with his 4-year-old granddaughter two blocks from the smelter. In the six months since she came to live with him, he said, the level of lead in her blood has risen from below the national average to just below the threshold of lead poisoning.

Flournoy said the EPA is confident the emissions reduction and pollution removal programs will work.

"Once the yards are clean and the interiors are clean and the air controls are in place, then we expect that this problem will be addressed," she said.
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