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HERCULANEUM 

Some "cleaned" yards show high lead levels 

An analysis of 90 residential yards near Doe Run Co.'s smelter showed a large yearly increase in lead levels, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources reported Tuesday at a public meeting in Herculaneum. 

On average, yards tested showed a yearly increase of 600 lead parts per million. The federal standard for the maximum safe lead level where children play is 400 parts per million. The yearly contamination rate ranged as high as 2,400 parts per million and as low as no recontamination. These are yards where Doe Run has voluntarily replaced contaminated soil since 1991. 

Under a cleanup plan ordered last year by state and federal agencies soil at 525 or more houses could be replaced in the next two years. 

Under the agreement Doe Run is carrying out more than $10 million in modifications to the smelter, the nation's largest. Government and Doe Run representatives say they believe the modifications will prevent further contamination of the yards. 
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